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On behalf of the Mauriceville Heritage Association, I would like to thank you for allowing me an opportunity to 
involve you in our community projects. I recognize how valuable your time is, and I appreciate your personal 
attention.   

The Mauriceville Heritage Association has begun preparation to host its 38th Annual Festival.  The 2019 Crawfish 
Bash will include a parade, various entertainment including local talent, county wide school performances, and 
recording artists.  We will also play host to several exhibits including an amazing taxidermy display, Cajun Cuisine 
demonstrations, and much more.  As part of the event, we host crawfish cook off teams from throughout the area 
to compete and serve our patrons.  Last year, this event drew over 5K in attendance and we are paced to out do 
that number considerably this year.  We would love to have you as an integral part of our event, as we cannot be 
successful without the support of local businesses.  

MHA Mission and History: 

Lacking the state and federal funds that support incorporated areas, rural communities like Mauriceville depend 
primarily on locally raised revenue to support our organizations.  As its mission, the Mauriceville Heritage 
Association is dedicated to:   Developing strong community connections through our annual festival, and provide the property needed 
for cultural, academic, athletic and agricultural activities,  Promoting positive outcomes for our youth, senior citizens, and families by 
providing material support to smaller community and family centered organizations , and enhancing our  unique strengths. 

Our projects / Support includes: 

Community Center for all smaller non classified organizations. 
2018 Scholarship Fund  (6 Scholarships) for Building / Trades Students 
MVE 5th Grade Celebration donation      LCM Project Safe Graduation   donation 
Teacher Appreciation Day Luncheon  41st Annual Senior Citizen Banquet 
LCM Bass Club travel scholarship    MMS 8th Grade Banquet   donation 
Orangefield PSG donation    Mauriceville Girl Scout Chapters donation 
First Orange Baptist Church Food Bank donation  Mauriceville MMS Purple Santa Program donation 
10 Week Farmer's Market (Free to farmers and patrons) 
Community Christmas Tree Lighting and Celebration 
First Baptist Church Mauriceville Youth Outreach donation 
Emergency assistance building and emergency readiness supplies 
Mauriceville Youth Football Association donation and Land support of the MYFA field and practice areas 
Orange County Livestock Association donation and Land support of the OCLA Barn and adjacent areas 

We are always deeply moved by how giving local companies and community businesses can be as we, more than 
most, realize the real impact their generosity has on small communities like Mauriceville. We recognize how 
individually important each benefactor is, and we are so grateful for each and every contribution regardless of the 
amount.  If you have any questions regarding your donation, please contact our Sponsorship Committee Chair, 
Kirista Shehane, 409.284.5828 or Kirista@groove3.com. You may also find more information about the festival 
and the Heritage Association on our web site, www.crawfishfest.org. Thank you in advance for your generous 
support of and genuine care for our cause and community. 

Warmest regards, 

Kirista Shehane, MHA Secretary 



OVERVIEW and HISTORY

HURRICANE HARVEY'S IMPACT

The  Mauriceville Crawfish Bash is an annual celebration of music, art, and culture 
highlighting the unique heritage of Mauriceville and the surrounding communities. The 
event brings together the public along with some of the best cook-off competitors in 
the area for a two day extravaganza of everything crawfish. Mauriceville was 
designated as the "Crawfish Capital of Texas" by the Texas Legislature in 1981.  The 
original Crawfish Bash Association, established in 1981, was committed to 
showcasing our unique culture and raise funds to establish recreational areas for or 
youth as well as assist our local emergency services. 
Thirty-eight years later, the name has changed but we have stayed true to our vision 
to continually support smaller nonprofits and our community as a whole.  The 
Mauriceville Crawfish Bash is one of the few places in the state where masses of 
Crawfish enthusiasts, families and culture lovers gather year after year to experience 
this great a tradition.    

Hurricane Harvey had an extreme impact on Mauriceville.  Our community, made up of 3500 residents, 
is in the unincorporated area of North Orange County.  85% of residences and businesses North of 
I-10 were damaged  by the storm and subsequent flood including our building and grounds.  Our brand
new Elementary and Middle schools and most of our community churches sustained heavy losses.

In the days immediately following the storm, our building was stripped out from the 2' mark and cleaned 
as well as it could be so that we could begin serving our community.  For approximately three weeks 
following the storm, the Mauriceville Heritage Association distributed badly needed supplies and food to 
our residents and those in other surrounding communities.

The MHA also held a free benefit concert on the last weekend of October to assist in the community's 
rebuilding efforts as well as present an opportunity for fellowship and togetherness.  Many of our 
residents are still uprooted from their homes and many are simply starting over.  Our yearly funding 
targets many programs that assist our community but we cannot do it alone, especially this year.  Our 
sponsors play an integral part in assisting us during the festival, so that we can fund all of our projects 
throughout the year.   Without sponsors like you, we would not have been in a position to help after the 
storm or throughout the year. 



MARKETING 

The Mauriceville Crawfish Bash is a great opportunity for small companies who 
want to engage directly with our audience.  These programs are also ideal for 
brands that want to focus efforts on activation with the audience over the three-
day concert weekend. The Mauriceville Crawfish Bash sponsors have the benefit 
of inclusion in our robust marketing program that annually reaches thousands of 
residents and visitors over a three-month promotional period.   

The MHA team works with you to customize a program to meet your specific 
engagement needs. The MHA is invested in providing worthwhile advertising for 
your support to ensuretraffic is driven both on line and retail. We Strive to ensure 
area residents know by name the companies and individuals that support our  
community through our charitable efforts, and we encourage residence to trade 
with our sponsors by acknowledging our sponsors at multiple events throughout the 
year. Our marketing program uses a variety of channels to attract several 
audiences: 

• Residents of the Southeast Texas / Southwest Louisiana area, Patrons of arts
and cultural events  Food and festival as well as music lovers, Tourists and
visitors to the Golden Triangle Families seeking weekend entertainment

Marketing programs for Mauriceville Crawfish Bash begin in January and ramp 
up with the majority of the advertising push at the end of March through April. 
Our marketing includes many of the opportunities below:  

COLLATERAL 

PRINT + DIGITAL ADVERTISING 

BROADCAST ADVERTISING 

OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 

• Concert Event Posters
• Bash Website
• Bash T-Shirts

• Beaumont Enterprise
• SET Events Magazine
• Cat5
• Facebook Events
• Southeasttexas.com
• The Vidorian
• Twitter
• Instagram
• Facebook
• Event Brite

• KOGT
• IHEart Radio
• KFDM
• Public Broadcasting
• Special Program Opportunies
like food network and Jim King
of the Road productions

• Blanket area signage
• Bill Boards
• Print media
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 

The Mauriceville Crawfish Bash is covered in local and regional press 
beginning as early as February and running through the end of April.  A 
variety of media picks up on the value of the Bash to their audiences including: 

• Entertainment Magazines
• Travel Publications
• Music and Food Blogs
• Regional and Community News Outlets

In the last three years, the Bash generated more than 240 million impressions, 
receiving national, regional and local press as well as social media coverage.

Crawfish Cookoff Teams 
Ready for  High End 
Competition 

“…the consensus around 
town is that this is the 
best year for crawfish at 
the Bash in a long 
while… the cook off 
lineup looks like it will 
present some of the 
finest Crawfish Cookoff 
contestants around.”  
The Saturday cook-off 
serves up some of the 
best boiled crawfish 
available to our VIP 
attendees.  VIP 
Attendees enjoy 
exclusive tickets and vip 
bags containing your 
marketing material. 

Crawfish BashLineup is 
Finalized 

“The Mauriceville 
Crawfish Bash will 
ping-pong from the 
traditional cajun music 
to contemporary Texas 
"Red Dirt" County  with 
a lot of other flavors 
filling in the gaps.” 
Each carefully chosen 
entertainer will bring in 
his own groups of 
dedicated fans for 
increased exposure 
outside the local area.  
We ensure companies 
have a presence on 
stage throughout the 
weekend.

Bash           Announces Guest 
Speakers  For Popular 
Educational Series 

"As part of our 
mission, the 
Mauriceville Crawfish 
Bash serves as a 
cultural bridge uniting 
the area's diverse 
communities.”  The 
Bash weekend will 
include multiple 
educational seminars.  
Those seminars 
include several creole 
cuisine preparation, a 
Master Gardener's 
session as well as 
other homesteading 
options.
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AUDIENCE 

The Mauriceville Crawfish Bash reaches a variety of audiences through the various 
events during the Bash.  We strive to create an atmosphere that appeals to all age 
groups, genders, and backgrounds.  The association collects data at points of entry, 
related events, and through hotel occupancy for the weekend.  Through our concert 
series, targets specific age groups with particular entertainers.  Sponsors can expect 
to receive exposure during the series to the targeted audiences.

However, the core audience over the concert weekend is a good representation of 
our average audience across channels.   
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SPONSORSHIP 

The array of events that constitute The Mauriceville Crawfish Bash grant many 
opportunities to reach a diverse range of audiences throughout the Southeast Texas 
and Southwest Louisiana area.   Sponsorship means that your brand will be 
presented to our audience through a variety of media outlets, on-site branding and 
social engagements.   

The MHA team works with you and your brand activation teams to customize a 
program to meet your specific engagement needs. The MHA is invested in providing 
worthwhile advertising for your support to ensure traffic is driven both on line and 
retail. We Strive to ensure area residents know who supports our community, and 
we encourage residence to trade with our sponsors by acknowledging our sponsors 
at multiple events throughout the year. 

Collateral advertising  and On Site Activation will include brochures, newspaper ads, 
websites, banners, posters and stationary. We also include member newsletters, blogs, 
promotional items such as samples of the product or t-shirts with your company name and / 
or logo (sponsor provided), and mass mailings or emails. 

Anything that helps promote your product or brand or keeps our company's name in 
the forefront of our attendees minds such as social media and incentives will be used. 

2019  COMMITMENT   DEADLINES 

     DEADLINE:  Febuary 14,2019 

LATE DEADLINE: March 20, 2019- April 10, 2019

(late deadline sponsors will not have logo / name

printing on some collateral materials.)
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PRESENTING SPONSORSHIP  -  $5,000.00 

Naming Rights  

Official Product/Service of the 
Mauriceville Crawfish Bash 

SIGNAGE BENEFITS 

• Logo on  Step and Repeat
• Logo on MCF T-shirts
• Branded Yard Signs (sponsor
provided)

• Logo on Bash Entry Signage
• Logo on Merchant Area Signage
• Bash Stage Banners (sponsor
provided)

• Custom Community Center fencing
Banner for 1 year

• Logo on Signage at all MCF Events

• Parade Entry

MEDIA AND PROMOTIONAL BENEFITS
• Website : 45 sec. commercial (sponsor provided)
• Access to mailing lists/event database
• Presentation at  press conference / inclusion in all press releases
• Website banner ad (sponsor provided)
• Mentions in radio and broadcast buys
• Logo in print, outdoor and digital ads, and Email Blasts
• Logo w/ hyperlink on website
• Logo in all promo collateral
• Logo on 2018 merchandise
• Mentions on social media platforms
• Onstage mentions at all events
• Collateral in VIP gift bags (sponsor provided)

HOSPITALITY BENEFITS
• 10 Friday night Dance Passes
• 8  Bash Day AYCE Passes
• 8 Official Bash T-shirts
• 4 Media Night Dinner Passes

Bash ON-SITE ACTIVATION
We use both social media and incentives to drive 

traffic to you
LOGO ON STEP AND REPEAT RED 

CARPET AREA

• 2 min On Stage Presentation prior to
headliner each night
(sponsor rep required)

• Data collection rights
• On site announcements 6x/day
• 40x40 Bash footprint
• On site sampling/collateral distribution

Mauriceville Crawfish Bash 
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Highlighted Product/Service of the Bash 

SIGNAGE BENEFITS
• Logo on  Step and Repeat
• Branded Yard Signs (sponsor provided)
• Banner in selected Event Area (Stage / 5K /
AYCE  area / Carnival area) Sponsor provided

• Custom Community Center fencing Banner for 1 year
• Bash Fencing Banners (sponsor provided)
• Logo on Bash T-shirts
• Parade Entry

MEDIA AND PROMOTIONAL BENEFITS 

• Website : 30 sec. commercial (sponsor provided)
• Mention at press conference
• Website banner ad (sponsor provided)
• Mentions in radio and broadcast buys
• Logo in print, outdoor and digital ads
• Logo w/ hyperlink & Company Profile on website
• Logo in all promo collateral
• Logo in Email blasts
• Mentions in press releases

HOSPITALITY BENEFITS
• 6 Friday night Dance Passes
• 4  Bash Day AYCE Passes
• 4 Official Bash T-shirts

 ON-SITE ACTIVATION
We use both social media and incentives to drive 

traffic to you
We highlight sponosrs all weekend

LOGO ON STEP AND REPEAT RED 
CARPET AREA

• Data collection rights
On site announcements 4x Saturday

• Speaking opportunity on Stage (rep
provided)

• 20x20 Bash footprint
• On site sampling/collateral distribution
• Mentions on  social media platforms
• Onstage mentions at all  events
• Collateral in VIP gift bags (sponsor

provided)

PLATNUIM SPONSORSHIP - $3,500.00  Only 4 Available  

SIGNAGE BENEFITS 

•Logo on Park Entry Signage
•Website : 15 sec. commercial (sponsor provided)
•Custom Community Center fencing Banner for 1
year

•Bash Fencing Banners (sponsor provided)

•Name on MCF T-shirts

MEDIA AND PROMOTIONAL BENEFITS 

• Logo in print and digital ads
• Company name and profile on website
• Name in all  promo collateral
• Name in Email blasts
• Mentions in press releases
• Mentions on social media platforms
• Collateral in VIP gift bags (sponsor provided)

HOSPITALITY BENEFITS 

• 4 Friday Night Concert Passes
• 2 AYCE Cook Off Passes
• 2 Crawfish Bash T-shirts

Bash ON-SITE ACTIVATION
We use both social media and incentives to drive traffic to you

LOGO ON STEP AND REPEAT RED CARPET 
AREA

• On site announcements 3x/day
• 10x10 Bash footprint
• On site sampling/collateral distribution

GOLD SPONSORSHIP -$2,500.00 

Choice of one of the following Areas:  
Main Stage Sponsor,  Vendor Market Sponsor, Cook off Area Sponsor, Kidz Zone Sponsor 



• Logo on Stage Banners/Backdrop
• Bash Fencing Banners (sponsor provided)

• Website : 15 sec. commercial (sponsor
provided)

• Name on MCB T-shirts
• LOGO ON STEP AND REPEAT RED

CARPET AREA

MEDIA AND PROMOTIONAL BENEFITS 

• Logo in print and digital ads
• Logo on website w/ hyperlink
• Logo in all promo collateral
• Logo in Email blasts
• Mentions on social media platforms
• Collateral in VIP gift bags (sponsor provided)

HOSPITALITY BENEFITS 

 SILVER SPONSORSHIP-- $1,500.00 
SIGNAGE BENEFITS 

• 2 Friday Night Concert Passes
• 2 AYCE Cook Off Passes
• 2 Crawfish Bash T-shirts

SEE ATTACHED: AT A GLANCE 

 BRONZE SPONSORSHIP -$1,000.00

SEE ATTACHED: AT A GLANCE 

 SIGNATURE SPONSORSHIP -$500.00

SEE ATTACHED: AT A GLANCE 

 SIGNATURE SPONSORSHIP -$250.00



 PRESENTING PLATINUM  GOLD SILVER BRONZE SIGNATURE

Official Product / Service of the Bash
Full recognition throughout Weekend Event, Pageant, and 
Media night

Speaking opportunity at on Main Stage prior to headliner 

Sponsor logo featured on all participant thank-you  emails 

Speaking opportunity mid day Saturday on Main Stage

Verbal recognition during  Cook-Off Awards ceremony

Complimentary promotional space at event with an 
opportunity to  provide giveaways (must be approved) 

Recognition on MHA Facebook page and other social media 

Sponsor logo or name featured on all event 
promotional materials

Recognition in MHA event news releases

LOGO on Red Carpet Step and Repeat Board 

MAURICEVILLE 
CRAWFISH BASH 

SPONSORSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES 

AT A GLANCE
$5,000 $3,500               $2,500                $1,500                 $1,000 $250

SPONSOR BENEFIT

X46 X

SIGNATURE
$550

Rights to promote sponsorship in MHA  materials 

Sponsor logo featured on the home page of MHA website: 

Sponsor Provided Collateral for Vendor and VIP Bags 

15 Second Website / Social Media Commercial     (SP)

Sponsor name/logo featured Bash Marketing Shirts 
(names/logos to be sized and arranged according to level)

Sponsor name / logo on yard signs throughout grounds  (SP)

Sponsor Mentions on Main Stage

Sponsor featured on the sponsor pages of  event 
website and  some promo collateral / Email Blasts

Daily Stage Announcements 

Name in Print and Digital Ads 
Name or Logo on website,
Mentions on Social Media Platforms 

Logo on Park Entry Signage
Bash Fencing Banners (sponsor provided)

Friday Night Barn Dance Tickets (will be emailed)

All You Can Eat Cook-Off Passes ($35.00 value each) 

Official Crawfish Bash T-Shirts (sponsor responsible 
for pick up at festival)
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2018 Achievements and 2019 Goals 
The Mauriceville Heritage Association  works to promote the common good and general 
welfare of the Community of Mauriceville and neighboring areas through locally raised revenue 
and the provision of property needed for cultural, academic, athletic and agricultural 
activities; and further positive outcomes for the youth, senior citizens, and families in the 
Community of Mauriceville and neighboring areas by providing material support 
to smaller community organizations including our volunteer emergency services 
organization and family-centered associations, developing strong community connections 
through our annual Bash and other annual events.

Produced by the Mauriceville Heritage Association ,  The Mauriceville Crawfish Bash presents a 
variety of outlets to experience and learn about our community with the Weekend concert and 
Bash as the culminating event.  Throughout the year, the  Mauriceville Heritage Association 
supports educational, social and community events by the use of the community center and 
grounds culminating in a yearly Bash as the unifying influence.   The Mauriceville Crawfish Bash 
is the association's largest fund-raiser and fill fund charitable activities throughout the year.  

An outline of those activities can be found on the association website: www.crawfishfest.org. 

Below is our 2018 Funding Achievements 
2018 Scholarship Fund  (6 Scholarships) 
42nd Annual Senior Citizen Banquet 
Mauriceville Community Christmas Lighting
MVE Memorial Butterfly Garden
MMS Band equipment 
LCM Project Safe Graduation Funds
North Orange County Emergency Preparedness  / Supplies   
First Baptist Church Mauriceville Youth
Mauriceville Purple Santa 
Teacher Appreciation Day Luncheon
Mauriceville  Associations: Youth Football Association, Orange Youth Baseball, Mauriceville 
Chapters of Boy / Girl Scouts, & Orange County Livestock Association  
Seasonal weekly Farmer's Market free to patrons and vendors

Mauriceville Crawfish Bash 
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For 39 years, The Mauriceville Heritage Association, formally know as the 
Crawfish Festival Association, has showcased multiple days of great music, 
food, art and family fun as 5,000+ descend on our grounds. 

The Mauriceville Crawfish Bash will open on Friday,  May 3rd with an 
evening concert featuring local talent and rounding out the evening with 
Bronco Jr. and freaturing George Dearborne and Branded. Saturday will 
be a full day of performances and activities, beginning in the morning and 
running into the late evening, as well as our annual Parade on Saturday 
Morning.   

Saturday night  features some of the top named Cajun and chart climbing 
Texas Country performers in the region.  In past years, Bernie Alan, JB 
and the Moonshine Band, Midnight River Choir, Wayne Toups, and Britt 

Godwinn have all played the Bash Main Stage. This year, our talent 
includes Midnight River Choir, Dustin Kelly, Keath James, and many 

more. 

Outside of the main pavilion and stage, patrons walk through our Arts 

Marketplace throughout the grounds immediately adjacent to the pavilion. 
We strive to fill the grounds with an eclectic and unique mix of 
collectibles, art work, crafts, home decor and many fun direct sales 
merchants. 

No Bash is complete without funnel cakes and local favorites! Our 
Concessions feature all of those edible summertime favorites as well as 

amazing local fare and tons of Crawfish.  But Saturday is our crown jewel 
with a world class crawfish cook off patrons can sample all after noon!
AYCE Crawfish is provided Saturday only, must have wristband to enter 
and while supplies last 

The Creole Food Series is also part of the weekend Bash.  Chef Sean, with 
Southern Creole Foods, presents master sessions and demonstrations of 
mouth watering authentic Cajun and creole dishes.  The Association will 

also include Taxidermy exhibits, paining classes, Homesteading, 
Beekeeping, Mater Gardener's and other trades sessions during the Bash 
and through-out the year. 

Families enjoy our Kid’s Zone with exciting rides, games and activities 

throughout the weekend on the Bash Grounds.  We also provide 
for a petting Zoo conditions permitting.

The Mauriceville Crawfish Bash is a complete experience with something for 
everyone.  It is a celebration of Crawfish and music, but it is also a 
celebration of Mauriceville's culture and community. 

FRIDAY May 3 
SATURDAY May 4 

Main Stage 

Concerts

Arts Market

 
Food Concessions 

& 

Exhibits 

Kid's Zone 

Coof Off Area 

Mauriceville Crawfish Bash
May
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TAX INFO / CONTACT  

We are excited to customize the right sponsorship program to reach your 
audience and reinforce your brand initiatives.   

The annual Bash is a historic tradition that reflects the heart and soul of 
our community. 

Your contribution is completely tax deductible as a charitable donation.  
We are a 501(c)3 EIN# 76-0407952.    You will receive all necessary 
documentation to deduct your donation if applicable or use your 
sponsorship as a Marketing Expense for the 2019 Tax year. We look 
forward to working with you in 2019. 

Mauriceville Heritage Association 
Kirista Shehane
Sponsorship Coordinator, 
Mauriceville Heritage Association
(409) 284-5828  Direct Line

P.O. Box 863 Mauriceville, TX 77626

2019 Board Members / Committee Chairs:

Kathy Keath
Chris Sowell
Jamey MacFarlane 
Kirista Shehane   
Melinda Potter 
Cynthia Doucette 
Danielle Powell  
James Rash
Shalee Chesson
Marti Elliot
Todd Langston
Renee Tamayo

President / Food Vending 
Vice President / Grounds Supervisor 
Treasurer 

Secretary / Cook-off Chair 
Hospitality Chair
Advertising Director 
Parade Coordinator 

Membership
Craft Vendor Coordinator
Pageant Director 
Entertainment / Music
Social Media 

Mauriceville Crawfish Bash
May 3-4, 2019
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Name: 

Title:  Company: 

Address: City: State: Zip: 

E-mail:

Telephone: Fax:  

Tickets included in the sponsorship or corporate bundles will be mailed to the program sponsor at the above address. Please note: 
Tickets are required for entry to the event.

SPONSOR INFORMATION

Platinum Sponsor | $3,5000    4 Available  (Please specify area)

Gold Sponsor| $2,500 

Silver Sponsor| $1,500

Bronze| $1,000 

Suporting | $500











PAYMENT METHOD (SELECT ONE):

 Check

 Credit Card

Please make check payable to Mauriceville Heritage Association. NO REFUNDS.

         

       Mauriceville Heritage Association 
P.O. Box 683, Mauriceville TX 77626, 409.659.3998

Please retain one copy of this form and return the original with payment. 
Mauriceville Heritage Association, P.O. Box 683, Mauriceville, TX 77626, Attn:Kirista Shehane 
Contact Kirista Shehane, kirista@groove3.com or by phone at 409.284.5828 if you have questions.

 T  o make a payment by credit card, visit paypal and submit payment to: mauricevillecrawfishfestival@gmail.com

Amount Enclosed _________________

SPONSORSHIP FORM: 
Your donations tax deductible.   Your contribution is completely 
tax deductible as a charitable donation.  We are a 501(c)3 EIN# 
76-0407952.    You will receive all necessary documentation to
deduct your donation if applicable or use your sponsorship as a
Marketing Expense for the 2019 Tax year. We look forward to

working with you in 2019. 
Mauriceville Heritage Association Please note if sponsorship / 

Donation is allocated to a particular program

Presenting Sponsor | $5,000    One  Available

Signature| $250

Stage, Kidz zone, Market, Cook off

mailto:c.robertson@ttu.edu
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Form    W-9
(Rev. December 2014)
Department of the Treasury  
Internal Revenue Service 


Request for Taxpayer 
Identification Number and Certification


Give Form to the  
requester. Do not 
send to the IRS.
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1  Name (as shown on your income tax return). Name is required on this line; do not leave this line blank.


2  Business name/disregarded entity name, if different from above


3  Check appropriate box for federal tax classification; check only one of the following seven boxes: 


Individual/sole proprietor or   
single-member LLC


 C Corporation S Corporation Partnership Trust/estate


Limited liability company. Enter the tax classification (C=C corporation, S=S corporation, P=partnership) ▶  


Note. For a single-member LLC that is disregarded, do not check LLC; check the appropriate box in the line above for 
the tax classification of the single-member owner. 


Other (see instructions) ▶ 


4  Exemptions (codes apply only to 
certain entities, not individuals; see 
instructions on page 3):
Exempt payee code (if any)


Exemption from FATCA reporting


 code (if any)
(Applies to accounts maintained outside the U.S.)


5  Address (number, street, and apt. or suite no.)


6  City, state, and ZIP code


Requester’s name and address (optional)


7  List account number(s) here (optional)


Part I Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)
Enter your TIN in the appropriate box. The TIN provided must match the name given on line 1 to avoid 
backup withholding. For individuals, this is generally your social security number (SSN). However, for a 
resident alien, sole proprietor, or disregarded entity, see the Part I instructions on page 3. For other 
entities, it is your employer identification number (EIN). If you do not have a number, see How to get a 
TIN on page 3.


Note. If the account is in more than one name, see the instructions for line 1 and the chart on page 4 for 
guidelines on whose number to enter.


Social security number


– –


or
Employer identification number 


–


Part II Certification
Under penalties of perjury, I certify that:


1.  The number shown on this form is my correct taxpayer identification number (or I am waiting for a number to be issued to me); and


2.  I am not subject to backup withholding because: (a) I am exempt from backup withholding, or (b) I have not been notified by the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) that I am subject to backup withholding as a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or (c) the IRS has notified me that I am 
no longer subject to backup withholding; and


3.  I am a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person (defined below); and


4. The FATCA code(s) entered on this form (if any) indicating that I am exempt from FATCA reporting is correct.


Certification instructions. You must cross out item 2 above if you have been notified by the IRS that you are currently subject to backup withholding 
because you have failed to report all interest and dividends on your tax return. For real estate transactions, item 2 does not apply. For mortgage 
interest paid, acquisition or abandonment of secured property, cancellation of debt, contributions to an individual retirement arrangement (IRA), and 
generally, payments other than interest and dividends, you are not required to sign the certification, but you must provide your correct TIN. See the 
instructions on page 3.


Sign 
Here


Signature of 
U.S. person ▶ Date ▶


General Instructions
Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code unless otherwise noted.


Future developments. Information about developments affecting Form W-9 (such 
as legislation enacted after we release it) is at www.irs.gov/fw9.


Purpose of Form
An individual or entity (Form W-9 requester) who is required to file an information 
return with the IRS must obtain your correct taxpayer identification number (TIN) 
which may be your social security number (SSN), individual taxpayer identification 
number (ITIN), adoption taxpayer identification number (ATIN), or employer 
identification number (EIN), to report on an information return the amount paid to 
you, or other amount reportable on an information return. Examples of information 
returns include, but are not limited to, the following:


• Form 1099-INT (interest earned or paid)


• Form 1099-DIV (dividends, including those from stocks or mutual funds)


• Form 1099-MISC (various types of income, prizes, awards, or gross proceeds)


• Form 1099-B (stock or mutual fund sales and certain other transactions by 
brokers)


• Form 1099-S (proceeds from real estate transactions)


• Form 1099-K (merchant card and third party network transactions)


• Form 1098 (home mortgage interest), 1098-E (student loan interest), 1098-T 
(tuition)


• Form 1099-C (canceled debt)


• Form 1099-A (acquisition or abandonment of secured property)


Use Form W-9 only if you are a U.S. person (including a resident alien), to 
provide your correct TIN. 


If you do not return Form W-9 to the requester with a TIN, you might be subject 
to backup withholding. See What is backup withholding? on page 2.


By signing the filled-out form, you: 


1. Certify that the TIN you are giving is correct (or you are waiting for a number 
to be issued),


2. Certify that you are not subject to backup withholding, or


3. Claim exemption from backup withholding if you are a U.S. exempt payee. If 
applicable, you are also certifying that as a U.S. person, your allocable share of 
any partnership income from a U.S. trade or business is not subject to the 
withholding tax on foreign partners' share of effectively connected income, and 


4. Certify that FATCA code(s) entered on this form (if any) indicating that you are 
exempt from the FATCA reporting, is correct. See What is FATCA reporting? on 
page 2 for further information.


Cat. No. 10231X Form W-9 (Rev. 12-2014)
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Note. If you are a U.S. person and a requester gives you a form other than Form 
W-9 to request your TIN, you must use the requester’s form if it is substantially 
similar to this Form W-9.


Definition of a U.S. person. For federal tax purposes, you are considered a U.S. 
person if you are:


• An individual who is a U.S. citizen or U.S. resident alien;


• A partnership, corporation, company, or association created or organized in the 
United States or under the laws of the United States;


• An estate (other than a foreign estate); or


• A domestic trust (as defined in Regulations section 301.7701-7).


Special rules for partnerships. Partnerships that conduct a trade or business in 
the United States are generally required to pay a withholding tax under section 
1446 on any foreign partners’ share of effectively connected taxable income from 
such business. Further, in certain cases where a Form W-9 has not been received, 
the rules under section 1446 require a partnership to presume that a partner is a 
foreign person, and pay the section 1446 withholding tax. Therefore, if you are a 
U.S. person that is a partner in a partnership conducting a trade or business in the 
United States, provide Form W-9 to the partnership to establish your U.S. status 
and avoid section 1446 withholding on your share of partnership income.


In the cases below, the following person must give Form W-9 to the partnership 
for purposes of establishing its U.S. status and avoiding withholding on its 
allocable share of net income from the partnership conducting a trade or business 
in the United States:


• In the case of a disregarded entity with a U.S. owner, the U.S. owner of the 
disregarded entity and not the entity;


• In the case of a grantor trust with a U.S. grantor or other U.S. owner, generally, 
the U.S. grantor or other U.S. owner of the grantor trust and not the trust; and


• In the case of a U.S. trust (other than a grantor trust), the U.S. trust (other than a 
grantor trust) and not the beneficiaries of the trust.


Foreign person. If you are a foreign person or the U.S. branch of a foreign bank 
that has elected to be treated as a U.S. person, do not use Form W-9. Instead, use 
the appropriate Form W-8 or Form 8233 (see Publication 515, Withholding of Tax 
on Nonresident Aliens and Foreign Entities).


Nonresident alien who becomes a resident alien. Generally, only a nonresident 
alien individual may use the terms of a tax treaty to reduce or eliminate U.S. tax on 
certain types of income. However, most tax treaties contain a provision known as 
a “saving clause.” Exceptions specified in the saving clause may permit an 
exemption from tax to continue for certain types of income even after the payee 
has otherwise become a U.S. resident alien for tax purposes.


If you are a U.S. resident alien who is relying on an exception contained in the 
saving clause of a tax treaty to claim an exemption from U.S. tax on certain types 
of income, you must attach a statement to Form W-9 that specifies the following 
five items:


1. The treaty country. Generally, this must be the same treaty under which you 
claimed exemption from tax as a nonresident alien.


2. The treaty article addressing the income.


3. The article number (or location) in the tax treaty that contains the saving 
clause and its exceptions.


4. The type and amount of income that qualifies for the exemption from tax.


5. Sufficient facts to justify the exemption from tax under the terms of the treaty 
article.


Example. Article 20 of the U.S.-China income tax treaty allows an exemption 
from tax for scholarship income received by a Chinese student temporarily present 
in the United States. Under U.S. law, this student will become a resident alien for 
tax purposes if his or her stay in the United States exceeds 5 calendar years. 
However, paragraph 2 of the first Protocol to the U.S.-China treaty (dated April 30, 
1984) allows the provisions of Article 20 to continue to apply even after the 
Chinese student becomes a resident alien of the United States. A Chinese student 
who qualifies for this exception (under paragraph 2 of the first protocol) and is 
relying on this exception to claim an exemption from tax on his or her scholarship 
or fellowship income would attach to Form W-9 a statement that includes the 
information described above to support that exemption.


If you are a nonresident alien or a foreign entity, give the requester the 
appropriate completed Form W-8 or Form 8233.


Backup Withholding
What is backup withholding? Persons making certain payments to you must 
under certain conditions withhold and pay to the IRS 28% of such payments. This 
is called “backup withholding.”  Payments that may be subject to backup 
withholding include interest, tax-exempt interest, dividends, broker and barter 
exchange transactions, rents, royalties, nonemployee pay, payments made in 
settlement of payment card and third party network transactions, and certain 
payments from fishing boat operators. Real estate transactions are not subject to 
backup withholding.


You will not be subject to backup withholding on payments you receive if you 
give the requester your correct TIN, make the proper certifications, and report all 
your taxable interest and dividends on your tax return.


Payments you receive will be subject to backup withholding if: 


1. You do not furnish your TIN to the requester,


2. You do not certify your TIN when required (see the Part II instructions on page 
3 for details),


3. The IRS tells the requester that you furnished an incorrect TIN,


4. The IRS tells you that you are subject to backup withholding because you did 
not report all your interest and dividends on your tax return (for reportable interest 
and dividends only), or


5. You do not certify to the requester that you are not subject to backup 
withholding under 4 above (for reportable interest and dividend accounts opened 
after 1983 only).


Certain payees and payments are exempt from backup withholding. See Exempt 
payee code on page 3 and the separate Instructions for the Requester of Form 
W-9 for more information.


Also see Special rules for partnerships above.


What is FATCA reporting?
The Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) requires a participating foreign 
financial institution to report all United States account holders that are specified 
United States persons. Certain payees are exempt from FATCA reporting. See 
Exemption from FATCA reporting code on page 3 and the Instructions for the 
Requester of Form W-9 for more information.


Updating Your Information
You must provide updated information to any person to whom you claimed to be 
an exempt payee if you are no longer an exempt payee and anticipate receiving 
reportable payments in the future from this person. For example, you may need to 
provide updated information if you are a C corporation that elects to be an S 
corporation, or if you no longer are tax exempt. In addition, you must furnish a new 
Form W-9 if the name or TIN changes for the account; for example, if the grantor 
of a grantor trust dies.


Penalties
Failure to furnish TIN. If you fail to furnish your correct TIN to a requester, you are 
subject to a penalty of $50 for each such failure unless your failure is due to 
reasonable cause and not to willful neglect.


Civil penalty for false information with respect to withholding. If you make a 
false statement with no reasonable basis that results in no backup withholding, 
you are subject to a $500 penalty.


Criminal penalty for falsifying information. Willfully falsifying certifications or 
affirmations may subject you to criminal penalties including fines and/or 
imprisonment.


Misuse of TINs. If the requester discloses or uses TINs in violation of federal law, 
the requester may be subject to civil and criminal penalties.


Specific Instructions
Line 1
You must enter one of the following on this line; do not leave this line blank. The 
name should match the name on your tax return.


If this Form W-9 is for a joint account, list first, and then circle, the name of the 
person or entity whose number you entered in Part I of Form W-9.


a.  Individual. Generally, enter the name shown on your tax return. If you have 
changed your last name without informing the Social Security Administration (SSA) 
of the name change, enter your first name, the last name as shown on your social 
security card, and your new last name.  


Note. ITIN applicant: Enter your individual name as it was entered on your Form 
W-7 application, line 1a. This should also be the same as the name you entered on 
the Form 1040/1040A/1040EZ you filed with your application.


b.  Sole proprietor or single-member LLC. Enter your individual name as 
shown on your 1040/1040A/1040EZ on line 1. You may enter your business, trade, 
or “doing business as” (DBA) name on line 2.


c.  Partnership, LLC that is not a single-member LLC, C Corporation, or S 
Corporation. Enter the entity's name as shown on the entity's tax return on line 1 
and any business, trade, or DBA name on line 2.


d.  Other entities. Enter your name as shown on required U.S. federal tax 
documents on line 1. This name should match the name shown on the charter or 
other legal document creating the entity. You may enter any business, trade, or 
DBA name on line 2.


e.  Disregarded entity. For U.S. federal tax purposes, an entity that is 
disregarded as an entity separate from its owner is treated as a “disregarded 
entity.”  See Regulations section 301.7701-2(c)(2)(iii). Enter the owner's name on 
line 1. The name of the entity entered on line 1 should never be a disregarded 
entity. The name on line 1 should be the name shown on the income tax return on 
which the income should be reported. For example, if a foreign LLC that is treated 
as a disregarded entity for U.S. federal tax purposes has a single owner that is a 
U.S. person, the U.S. owner's name is required to be provided on line 1. If the 
direct owner of the entity is also a disregarded entity, enter the first owner that is 
not disregarded for federal tax purposes. Enter the disregarded entity's name on 
line 2, “Business name/disregarded entity name.” If the owner of the disregarded 
entity is a foreign person, the owner must complete an appropriate Form W-8 
instead of a Form W-9.  This is the case even if the foreign person has a U.S. TIN. 
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Line 2
If you have a business name, trade name, DBA name, or disregarded entity name, 
you may enter it on line 2.


Line 3
Check the appropriate box in line 3 for the U.S. federal tax classification of the 
person whose name is entered on line 1. Check only one box in line 3.


Limited Liability Company (LLC). If the name on line 1 is an LLC treated as a 
partnership for U.S. federal tax purposes, check the “Limited Liability Company” 
box and enter “P” in the space provided. If the LLC has filed Form 8832 or 2553 to 
be taxed as a corporation, check the “Limited Liability Company” box and in the 
space provided enter “C” for C corporation or “S” for S corporation. If it is a   
single-member LLC that is a disregarded entity, do not check the “Limited Liability 
Company” box; instead check the first box in line 3 “Individual/sole proprietor or 
single-member LLC.”


Line 4, Exemptions
If you are exempt from backup withholding and/or FATCA reporting, enter in the 
appropriate space in line 4 any code(s) that may apply to you.


Exempt payee code.
•  Generally, individuals (including sole proprietors) are not exempt from backup 
withholding.


•  Except as provided below, corporations are exempt from backup withholding 
for certain payments, including interest and dividends.


•  Corporations are not exempt from backup withholding for payments made in 
settlement of payment card or third party network transactions.


•  Corporations are not exempt from backup withholding with respect to attorneys' 
fees or gross proceeds paid to attorneys, and corporations that provide medical or 
health care services are not exempt with respect to payments reportable on Form 
1099-MISC.


The following codes identify payees that are exempt from backup withholding. 
Enter the appropriate code in the space in line 4.


1—An organization exempt from tax under section 501(a), any IRA, or a 
custodial account under section 403(b)(7) if the account satisfies the requirements 
of section 401(f)(2)


2—The United States or any of its agencies or instrumentalities


3—A state, the District of Columbia, a U.S. commonwealth or possession, or 
any of their political subdivisions or instrumentalities


4—A foreign government or any of its political subdivisions, agencies, or 
instrumentalities 


5—A corporation


6—A dealer in securities or commodities required to register in the United 
States, the District of Columbia, or a U.S. commonwealth or possession 


7—A futures commission merchant registered with the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission


8—A real estate investment trust


9—An entity registered at all times during the tax year under the Investment 
Company Act of 1940


10—A common trust fund operated by a bank under section 584(a)


11—A financial institution


12—A middleman known in the investment community as a nominee or 
custodian


13—A trust exempt from tax under section 664 or described in section 4947


The following chart shows types of payments that may be exempt from backup 
withholding. The chart applies to the exempt payees listed above, 1 through 13.


IF the payment is for . . . THEN the payment is exempt for . . .


Interest and dividend payments All exempt payees except 
for 7


Broker transactions Exempt payees 1 through 4 and 6 
through 11 and all C corporations. S 
corporations must not enter an exempt 
payee code because they are exempt 
only for sales of noncovered securities 
acquired prior to 2012. 


Barter exchange transactions and 
patronage dividends


Exempt payees 1 through 4


Payments over $600 required to be 
reported and direct sales over $5,0001


Generally, exempt payees 
1 through 52


Payments made in settlement of 
payment card or third party network 
transactions 


Exempt payees 1 through 4


1 See Form 1099-MISC, Miscellaneous Income, and its instructions.


2 However, the following payments made to a corporation and reportable on Form 
1099-MISC are not exempt from backup withholding: medical and health care 
payments, attorneys' fees, gross proceeds paid to an attorney reportable under 
section 6045(f), and payments for services paid by a federal executive agency.


Exemption from FATCA reporting code. The following codes identify payees 
that are exempt from reporting under FATCA. These codes apply to persons 
submitting this form for accounts maintained outside of the United States by 
certain foreign financial institutions. Therefore, if you are only submitting this form 
for an account you hold in the United States, you may leave this field blank. 
Consult with the person requesting this form if you are uncertain if the financial 
institution is subject to these requirements. A requester may indicate that a code is 
not required by providing you with a Form W-9 with “Not Applicable” (or any 
similar indication) written or printed on the line for a FATCA exemption code.


A—An organization exempt from tax under section 501(a) or any individual 
retirement plan as defined in section 7701(a)(37)


B—The United States or any of its agencies or instrumentalities


C—A state, the District of Columbia, a U.S. commonwealth or possession, or 
any of their political subdivisions or instrumentalities


D—A corporation the stock of which is regularly traded on one or more 
established securities markets, as described in Regulations section         
1.1472-1(c)(1)(i)


E—A corporation that is a member of the same expanded affiliated group as a 
corporation described in Regulations section 1.1472-1(c)(1)(i)


F—A dealer in securities, commodities, or derivative financial instruments 
(including notional principal contracts, futures, forwards, and options) that is 
registered as such under the laws of the United States or any state


G—A real estate investment trust


H—A regulated investment company as defined in section 851 or an entity 
registered at all times during the tax year under the Investment Company Act of 
1940


I—A common trust fund as defined in section 584(a)


J—A bank as defined in section 581


K—A broker


L—A trust exempt from tax under section 664 or described in section 4947(a)(1)


M—A tax exempt trust under a section 403(b) plan or section 457(g) plan


Note. You may wish to consult with the financial institution requesting this form to 
determine whether the FATCA code and/or exempt payee code should be 
completed.


Line 5
Enter your address (number, street, and apartment or suite number). This is where 
the requester of this Form W-9 will mail your information returns.


Line 6
Enter your city, state, and ZIP code.


Part I. Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)
Enter your TIN in the appropriate box. If you are a resident alien and you do not 
have and are not eligible to get an SSN, your TIN is your IRS individual taxpayer 
identification number (ITIN). Enter it in the social security number box. If you do not 
have an ITIN, see How to get a TIN below.


If you are a sole proprietor and you have an EIN, you may enter either your SSN 
or EIN. However, the IRS prefers that you use your SSN.


If you are a single-member LLC that is disregarded as an entity separate from its 
owner (see Limited Liability Company (LLC) on this page), enter the owner’s SSN 
(or EIN, if the owner has one). Do not enter the disregarded entity’s EIN. If the LLC 
is classified as a corporation or partnership, enter the entity’s EIN.


Note. See the chart on page 4 for further clarification of name and TIN 
combinations.


How to get a TIN. If you do not have a TIN, apply for one immediately. To apply 
for an SSN, get Form SS-5, Application for a Social Security Card, from your local 
SSA office or get this form online at www.ssa.gov. You may also get this form by 
calling 1-800-772-1213. Use Form W-7, Application for IRS Individual Taxpayer 
Identification Number, to apply for an ITIN, or Form SS-4, Application for Employer 
Identification Number, to apply for an EIN. You can apply for an EIN online by 
accessing the IRS website at www.irs.gov/businesses and clicking on Employer 
Identification Number (EIN) under Starting a Business. You can get Forms W-7 and 
SS-4 from the IRS by visiting IRS.gov or by calling 1-800-TAX-FORM 
(1-800-829-3676).


If you are asked to complete Form W-9 but do not have a TIN, apply for a TIN 
and write “Applied For” in the space for the TIN, sign and date the form, and give it 
to the requester. For interest and dividend payments, and certain payments made 
with respect to readily tradable instruments, generally you will have 60 days to get 
a TIN and give it to the requester before you are subject to backup withholding on 
payments. The 60-day rule does not apply to other types of payments. You will be 
subject to backup withholding on all such payments until you provide your TIN to 
the requester.


Note. Entering “Applied For” means that you have already applied for a TIN or that 
you intend to apply for one soon.


Caution: A disregarded U.S. entity that has a foreign owner must use the 
appropriate Form W-8.
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Part II. Certification
To establish to the withholding agent that you are a U.S. person, or resident alien, 
sign Form W-9. You may be requested to sign by the withholding agent even if 
items 1, 4, or 5 below indicate otherwise.


For a joint account, only the person whose TIN is shown in Part I should sign 
(when required). In the case of a disregarded entity, the person identified on line 1 
must sign. Exempt payees, see Exempt payee code earlier.


Signature requirements. Complete the certification as indicated in items 1 
through 5 below.


1. Interest, dividend, and barter exchange accounts opened before 1984 
and broker accounts considered active during 1983. You must give your 
correct TIN, but you do not have to sign the certification.


2. Interest, dividend, broker, and barter exchange accounts opened after 
1983 and broker accounts considered inactive during 1983. You must sign the 
certification or backup withholding will apply. If you are subject to backup 
withholding and you are merely providing your correct TIN to the requester, you 
must cross out item 2 in the certification before signing the form.


3. Real estate transactions. You must sign the certification. You may cross out 
item 2 of the certification.


4. Other payments. You must give your correct TIN, but you do not have to sign 
the certification unless you have been notified that you have previously given an 
incorrect TIN. “Other payments” include payments made in the course of the 
requester’s trade or business for rents, royalties, goods (other than bills for 
merchandise), medical and health care services (including payments to 
corporations), payments to a nonemployee for services, payments made in 
settlement of payment card and third party network transactions, payments to 
certain fishing boat crew members and fishermen, and gross proceeds paid to 
attorneys (including payments to corporations).


5. Mortgage interest paid by you, acquisition or abandonment of secured 
property, cancellation of debt, qualified tuition program payments (under 
section 529), IRA, Coverdell ESA, Archer MSA or HSA contributions or 
distributions, and pension distributions. You must give your correct TIN, but you 
do not have to sign the certification.


What Name and Number To Give the Requester
For this type of account: Give name and SSN of:


1. Individual The individual
2. Two or more individuals (joint             


account)
The actual owner of the account or, 
if combined funds, the first 
individual on the account1


3. Custodian account of a minor 
 (Uniform Gift to Minors Act)


The minor2


4. a. The usual revocable savings 
trust (grantor is also trustee) 
b. So-called trust account that is 
not a legal or valid trust under 
state law


The grantor-trustee1


The actual owner1


5. Sole proprietorship or disregarded 
entity owned by an individual


The owner3


6. Grantor trust filing under Optional 
Form 1099 Filing Method 1 (see 
Regulations section 1.671-4(b)(2)(i)
(A))


The grantor*


For this type of account: Give name and EIN of:


7. Disregarded entity not owned by an 
individual


The owner


8. A valid trust, estate, or pension trust Legal entity4


9. Corporation or LLC electing 
corporate status on Form 8832 or 
Form 2553


The corporation


10. Association, club, religious, 
charitable, educational, or other tax-
exempt organization


The organization


11. Partnership or multi-member LLC The partnership
12. A broker or registered nominee The broker or nominee


13. Account with the Department of 
Agriculture in the name of a public 
entity (such as a state or local 
government, school district, or 
prison) that receives agricultural 
program payments


The public entity


14. Grantor trust filing under the Form 
1041 Filing Method or the Optional 
Form 1099 Filing Method 2 (see 
Regulations section 1.671-4(b)(2)(i)
(B))


The trust


1
 List first and circle the name of the person whose number you furnish. If only one person on a 
joint account has an SSN, that person’s number must be furnished.


2
 Circle the minor’s name and furnish the minor’s SSN.


3
 You must show your individual name and you may also enter your business or DBA name on 
the “Business name/disregarded entity” name line. You may use either your SSN or EIN (if you 
have one), but the IRS encourages you to use your SSN.


4
 List first and circle the name of the trust, estate, or pension trust. (Do not furnish the TIN of the 
personal representative or trustee unless the legal entity itself is not designated in the account 
title.) Also see  Special rules for partnerships on page 2.


*Note. Grantor also must provide a Form W-9 to trustee of trust.


Note. If no name is circled when more than one name is listed, the number will be 
considered to be that of the first name listed.


Secure Your Tax Records from Identity Theft
Identity theft occurs when someone uses your personal information such as your 
name, SSN, or other identifying information, without your permission, to commit 
fraud or other crimes. An identity thief may use your SSN to get a job or may file a 
tax return using your SSN to receive a refund.


To reduce your risk:


• Protect your SSN,


• Ensure your employer is protecting your SSN, and


• Be careful when choosing a tax preparer.


If your tax records are affected by identity theft and you receive a notice from 
the IRS, respond right away to the name and phone number printed on the IRS 
notice or letter.


If your tax records are not currently affected by identity theft but you think you 
are at risk due to a lost or stolen purse or wallet, questionable credit card activity 
or credit report, contact the IRS Identity Theft Hotline at 1-800-908-4490 or submit 
Form 14039.


For more information, see Publication 4535, Identity Theft Prevention and Victim 
Assistance.


Victims of identity theft who are experiencing economic harm or a system 
problem, or are seeking help in resolving tax problems that have not been resolved 
through normal channels, may be eligible for Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) 
assistance. You can reach TAS by calling the TAS toll-free case intake line at 
1-877-777-4778 or TTY/TDD 1-800-829-4059.


Protect yourself from suspicious emails or phishing schemes.  Phishing is the 
creation and use of email and websites designed to mimic legitimate business 
emails and websites. The most common act is sending an email to a user falsely 
claiming to be an established legitimate enterprise in an attempt to scam the user 
into surrendering private information that will be used for identity theft.


The IRS does not initiate contacts with taxpayers via emails. Also, the IRS does 
not request personal detailed information through email or ask taxpayers for the 
PIN numbers, passwords, or similar secret access information for their credit card, 
bank, or other financial accounts.


If you receive an unsolicited email claiming to be from the IRS, forward this 
message to phishing@irs.gov. You may also report misuse of the IRS name, logo, 
or other IRS property to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
(TIGTA) at 1-800-366-4484. You can forward suspicious emails to the Federal 
Trade Commission at: spam@uce.gov or contact them at www.ftc.gov/idtheft or 
1-877-IDTHEFT (1-877-438-4338).


Visit IRS.gov to learn more about identity theft and how to reduce your risk.


Privacy Act Notice
Section 6109 of the Internal Revenue Code requires you to provide your correct 
TIN to persons (including federal agencies) who are required to file information 
returns with the IRS to report interest, dividends, or certain other income paid to 
you; mortgage interest you paid; the acquisition or abandonment of secured 
property; the cancellation of debt; or contributions you made to an IRA, Archer 
MSA, or HSA. The person collecting this form uses the information on the form to 
file information returns with the IRS, reporting the above information. Routine uses 
of this information include giving it to the Department of Justice for civil and 
criminal litigation and to cities, states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. 
commonwealths and possessions for use in administering their laws. The 
information also may be disclosed to other countries under a treaty, to federal and 
state agencies to enforce civil and criminal laws, or to federal law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies to combat terrorism. You must provide your TIN whether or 
not you are required to file a tax return. Under section 3406, payers must generally 
withhold a percentage of taxable interest, dividend, and certain other payments to 
a payee who does not give a TIN to the payer. Certain penalties may also apply for 
providing false or fraudulent information.
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Identification Number and Certification

Give Form to the 
requester. Do not
send to the IRS.

Print or typeSee Specific Instructions on page 2.

3  Check appropriate box for federal tax classification; check only one of the following seven boxes: 

Individual/sole proprietor or   single-member LLC

Note. For a single-member LLC that is disregarded, do not check LLC; check the appropriate box in the line above for the tax classification of the single-member owner. 

4  Exemptions (codes apply only to certain entities, not individuals; see instructions on page 3):

Exemption from FATCA reporting

(Applies to accounts maintained outside the U.S.)

Part I

Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)

Enter your TIN in the appropriate box. The TIN provided must match the name given on line 1 to avoid backup withholding. For individuals, this is generally your social security number (SSN). However, for a resident alien, sole proprietor, or disregarded entity, see the Part I instructions on page 3. For other entities, it is your employer identification number (EIN). If you do not have a number, see How to get a TIN on page 3.

Note. If the account is in more than one name, see the instructions for line 1 and the chart on page 4 for guidelines on whose number to enter.

Social security number

–

–

or

Employer identification number 

–

Part II

Certification

Under penalties of perjury, I certify that:

1.  The number shown on this form is my correct taxpayer identification number (or I am waiting for a number to be issued to me); and

2.  I am not subject to backup withholding because: (a) I am exempt from backup withholding, or (b) I have not been notified by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) that I am subject to backup withholding as a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or (c) the IRS has notified me that I am no longer subject to backup withholding; and

3.  I am a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person (defined below); and

4. The FATCA code(s) entered on this form (if any) indicating that I am exempt from FATCA reporting is correct.

Certification instructions. You must cross out item 2 above if you have been notified by the IRS that you are currently subject to backup withholding because you have failed to report all interest and dividends on your tax return. For real estate transactions, item 2 does not apply. For mortgage interest paid, acquisition or abandonment of secured property, cancellation of debt, contributions to an individual retirement arrangement (IRA), and generally, payments other than interest and dividends, you are not required to sign the certification, but you must provide your correct TIN. See the instructions on page 3.

Sign
Here

Signature ofU.S. person ▶

Date ▶

General Instructions

Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code unless otherwise noted.

Future developments. Information about developments affecting Form W-9 (such as legislation enacted after we release it) is at www.irs.gov/fw9.

Purpose of Form

An individual or entity (Form W-9 requester) who is required to file an information return with the IRS must obtain your correct taxpayer identification number (TIN) which may be your social security number (SSN), individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN), adoption taxpayer identification number (ATIN), or employer identification number (EIN), to report on an information return the amount paid to you, or other amount reportable on an information return. Examples of information returns include, but are not limited to, the following:

• Form 1099-INT (interest earned or paid)

• Form 1099-DIV (dividends, including those from stocks or mutual funds)

• Form 1099-MISC (various types of income, prizes, awards, or gross proceeds)

• Form 1099-B (stock or mutual fund sales and certain other transactions by brokers)

• Form 1099-S (proceeds from real estate transactions)

• Form 1099-K (merchant card and third party network transactions)

• Form 1098 (home mortgage interest), 1098-E (student loan interest), 1098-T (tuition)

• Form 1099-C (canceled debt)

• Form 1099-A (acquisition or abandonment of secured property)

Use Form W-9 only if you are a U.S. person (including a resident alien), to provide your correct TIN. 

If you do not return Form W-9 to the requester with a TIN, you might be subject to backup withholding. See What is backup withholding? on page 2.

By signing the filled-out form, you: 

1. Certify that the TIN you are giving is correct (or you are waiting for a number to be issued),

2. Certify that you are not subject to backup withholding, or

3. Claim exemption from backup withholding if you are a U.S. exempt payee. If applicable, you are also certifying that as a U.S. person, your allocable share of any partnership income from a U.S. trade or business is not subject to the withholding tax on foreign partners' share of effectively connected income, and 

4. Certify that FATCA code(s) entered on this form (if any) indicating that you are exempt from the FATCA reporting, is correct. See What is FATCA reporting? on page 2 for further information.
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Note. If you are a U.S. person and a requester gives you a form other than Form W-9 to request your TIN, you must use the requester’s form if it is substantially similar to this Form W-9.

Definition of a U.S. person. For federal tax purposes, you are considered a U.S. person if you are:

• An individual who is a U.S. citizen or U.S. resident alien;

• A partnership, corporation, company, or association created or organized in the United States or under the laws of the United States;

• An estate (other than a foreign estate); or

• A domestic trust (as defined in Regulations section 301.7701-7).

Special rules for partnerships. Partnerships that conduct a trade or business in the United States are generally required to pay a withholding tax under section 1446 on any foreign partners’ share of effectively connected taxable income from such business. Further, in certain cases where a Form W-9 has not been received, the rules under section 1446 require a partnership to presume that a partner is a foreign person, and pay the section 1446 withholding tax. Therefore, if you are a U.S. person that is a partner in a partnership conducting a trade or business in the United States, provide Form W-9 to the partnership to establish your U.S. status and avoid section 1446 withholding on your share of partnership income.

In the cases below, the following person must give Form W-9 to the partnership for purposes of establishing its U.S. status and avoiding withholding on its allocable share of net income from the partnership conducting a trade or business in the United States:

• In the case of a disregarded entity with a U.S. owner, the U.S. owner of the disregarded entity and not the entity;

• In the case of a grantor trust with a U.S. grantor or other U.S. owner, generally, the U.S. grantor or other U.S. owner of the grantor trust and not the trust; and

• In the case of a U.S. trust (other than a grantor trust), the U.S. trust (other than a grantor trust) and not the beneficiaries of the trust.

Foreign person. If you are a foreign person or the U.S. branch of a foreign bank that has elected to be treated as a U.S. person, do not use Form W-9. Instead, use the appropriate Form W-8 or Form 8233 (see Publication 515, Withholding of Tax on Nonresident Aliens and Foreign Entities).

Nonresident alien who becomes a resident alien. Generally, only a nonresident alien individual may use the terms of a tax treaty to reduce or eliminate U.S. tax on certain types of income. However, most tax treaties contain a provision known as a “saving clause.” Exceptions specified in the saving clause may permit an exemption from tax to continue for certain types of income even after the payee has otherwise become a U.S. resident alien for tax purposes.

If you are a U.S. resident alien who is relying on an exception contained in the saving clause of a tax treaty to claim an exemption from U.S. tax on certain types of income, you must attach a statement to Form W-9 that specifies the following five items:

1. The treaty country. Generally, this must be the same treaty under which you claimed exemption from tax as a nonresident alien.

2. The treaty article addressing the income.

3. The article number (or location) in the tax treaty that contains the saving clause and its exceptions.

4. The type and amount of income that qualifies for the exemption from tax.

5. Sufficient facts to justify the exemption from tax under the terms of the treaty article.

Example. Article 20 of the U.S.-China income tax treaty allows an exemption from tax for scholarship income received by a Chinese student temporarily present in the United States. Under U.S. law, this student will become a resident alien for tax purposes if his or her stay in the United States exceeds 5 calendar years. However, paragraph 2 of the first Protocol to the U.S.-China treaty (dated April 30, 1984) allows the provisions of Article 20 to continue to apply even after the Chinese student becomes a resident alien of the United States. A Chinese student who qualifies for this exception (under paragraph 2 of the first protocol) and is relying on this exception to claim an exemption from tax on his or her scholarship or fellowship income would attach to Form W-9 a statement that includes the information described above to support that exemption.

If you are a nonresident alien or a foreign entity, give the requester the appropriate completed Form W-8 or Form 8233.

Backup Withholding

What is backup withholding? Persons making certain payments to you must under certain conditions withhold and pay to the IRS 28% of such payments. This is called “backup withholding.”  Payments that may be subject to backup withholding include interest, tax-exempt interest, dividends, broker and barter exchange transactions, rents, royalties, nonemployee pay, payments made in settlement of payment card and third party network transactions, and certain payments from fishing boat operators. Real estate transactions are not subject to backup withholding.

You will not be subject to backup withholding on payments you receive if you give the requester your correct TIN, make the proper certifications, and report all your taxable interest and dividends on your tax return.

Payments you receive will be subject to backup withholding if: 

1. You do not furnish your TIN to the requester,

2. You do not certify your TIN when required (see the Part II instructions on page 3 for details),

3. The IRS tells the requester that you furnished an incorrect TIN,

4. The IRS tells you that you are subject to backup withholding because you did not report all your interest and dividends on your tax return (for reportable interest and dividends only), or

5. You do not certify to the requester that you are not subject to backup withholding under 4 above (for reportable interest and dividend accounts opened after 1983 only).

Certain payees and payments are exempt from backup withholding. See Exempt payee code on page 3 and the separate Instructions for the Requester of Form W-9 for more information.

Also see Special rules for partnerships above.

What is FATCA reporting?

The Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) requires a participating foreign financial institution to report all United States account holders that are specified United States persons. Certain payees are exempt from FATCA reporting. See Exemption from FATCA reporting code on page 3 and the Instructions for the Requester of Form W-9 for more information.

Updating Your Information

You must provide updated information to any person to whom you claimed to be an exempt payee if you are no longer an exempt payee and anticipate receiving reportable payments in the future from this person. For example, you may need to provide updated information if you are a C corporation that elects to be an S corporation, or if you no longer are tax exempt. In addition, you must furnish a new Form W-9 if the name or TIN changes for the account; for example, if the grantor of a grantor trust dies.

Penalties

Failure to furnish TIN. If you fail to furnish your correct TIN to a requester, you are subject to a penalty of $50 for each such failure unless your failure is due to reasonable cause and not to willful neglect.

Civil penalty for false information with respect to withholding. If you make a false statement with no reasonable basis that results in no backup withholding, you are subject to a $500 penalty.

Criminal penalty for falsifying information. Willfully falsifying certifications or affirmations may subject you to criminal penalties including fines and/or imprisonment.

Misuse of TINs. If the requester discloses or uses TINs in violation of federal law, the requester may be subject to civil and criminal penalties.

Specific Instructions

Line 1

You must enter one of the following on this line; do not leave this line blank. The name should match the name on your tax return.

If this Form W-9 is for a joint account, list first, and then circle, the name of the person or entity whose number you entered in Part I of Form W-9.

a.  Individual. Generally, enter the name shown on your tax return. If you have changed your last name without informing the Social Security Administration (SSA) of the name change, enter your first name, the last name as shown on your social security card, and your new last name.  

Note. ITIN applicant: Enter your individual name as it was entered on your Form W-7 application, line 1a. This should also be the same as the name you entered on the Form 1040/1040A/1040EZ you filed with your application.

b.  Sole proprietor or single-member LLC. Enter your individual name as shown on your 1040/1040A/1040EZ on line 1. You may enter your business, trade, or “doing business as” (DBA) name on line 2.

c.  Partnership, LLC that is not a single-member LLC, C Corporation, or S Corporation. Enter the entity's name as shown on the entity's tax return on line 1 and any business, trade, or DBA name on line 2.

d.  Other entities. Enter your name as shown on required U.S. federal tax documents on line 1. This name should match the name shown on the charter or other legal document creating the entity. You may enter any business, trade, or DBA name on line 2.

e.  Disregarded entity. For U.S. federal tax purposes, an entity that is disregarded as an entity separate from its owner is treated as a “disregarded entity.”  See Regulations section 301.7701-2(c)(2)(iii). Enter the owner's name on line 1. The name of the entity entered on line 1 should never be a disregarded entity. The name on line 1 should be the name shown on the income tax return on which the income should be reported. For example, if a foreign LLC that is treated as a disregarded entity for U.S. federal tax purposes has a single owner that is a U.S. person, the U.S. owner's name is required to be provided on line 1. If the direct owner of the entity is also a disregarded entity, enter the first owner that is not disregarded for federal tax purposes. Enter the disregarded entity's name on line 2, “Business name/disregarded entity name.” If the owner of the disregarded entity is a foreign person, the owner must complete an appropriate Form W-8 instead of a Form W-9.  This is the case even if the foreign person has a U.S. TIN. 
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Line 2

If you have a business name, trade name, DBA name, or disregarded entity name, you may enter it on line 2.

Line 3

Check the appropriate box in line 3 for the U.S. federal tax classification of the person whose name is entered on line 1. Check only one box in line 3.

Limited Liability Company (LLC). If the name on line 1 is an LLC treated as a partnership for U.S. federal tax purposes, check the “Limited Liability Company” box and enter “P” in the space provided. If the LLC has filed Form 8832 or 2553 to be taxed as a corporation, check the “Limited Liability Company” box and in the space provided enter “C” for C corporation or “S” for S corporation. If it is a   single-member LLC that is a disregarded entity, do not check the “Limited Liability Company” box; instead check the first box in line 3 “Individual/sole proprietor or single-member LLC.”

Line 4, Exemptions

If you are exempt from backup withholding and/or FATCA reporting, enter in the appropriate space in line 4 any code(s) that may apply to you.

Exempt payee code.

•  Generally, individuals (including sole proprietors) are not exempt from backup withholding.

•  Except as provided below, corporations are exempt from backup withholding for certain payments, including interest and dividends.

•  Corporations are not exempt from backup withholding for payments made in settlement of payment card or third party network transactions.

•  Corporations are not exempt from backup withholding with respect to attorneys' fees or gross proceeds paid to attorneys, and corporations that provide medical or health care services are not exempt with respect to payments reportable on Form 1099-MISC.

The following codes identify payees that are exempt from backup withholding. Enter the appropriate code in the space in line 4.

1—An organization exempt from tax under section 501(a), any IRA, or a custodial account under section 403(b)(7) if the account satisfies the requirements of section 401(f)(2)

2—The United States or any of its agencies or instrumentalities

3—A state, the District of Columbia, a U.S. commonwealth or possession, or any of their political subdivisions or instrumentalities

4—A foreign government or any of its political subdivisions, agencies, or instrumentalities 

5—A corporation

6—A dealer in securities or commodities required to register in the United States, the District of Columbia, or a U.S. commonwealth or possession 

7—A futures commission merchant registered with the Commodity Futures Trading Commission

8—A real estate investment trust

9—An entity registered at all times during the tax year under the Investment Company Act of 1940

10—A common trust fund operated by a bank under section 584(a)

11—A financial institution

12—A middleman known in the investment community as a nominee or custodian

13—A trust exempt from tax under section 664 or described in section 4947

The following chart shows types of payments that may be exempt from backup withholding. The chart applies to the exempt payees listed above, 1 through 13.

IF the payment is for . . .

THEN the payment is exempt for . . .

Interest and dividend payments

All exempt payees except
for 7

Broker transactions

Exempt payees 1 through 4 and 6 through 11 and all C corporations. S corporations must not enter an exempt payee code because they are exempt only for sales of noncovered securities acquired prior to 2012. 

Barter exchange transactions and patronage dividends

Exempt payees 1 through 4

Payments over $600 required to be reported and direct sales over $5,0001

Generally, exempt payees1 through 52

Payments made in settlement of payment card or third party network transactions 

Exempt payees 1 through 4

1 See Form 1099-MISC, Miscellaneous Income, and its instructions.

2 However, the following payments made to a corporation and reportable on Form 1099-MISC are not exempt from backup withholding: medical and health care payments, attorneys' fees, gross proceeds paid to an attorney reportable under section 6045(f), and payments for services paid by a federal executive agency.

Exemption from FATCA reporting code. The following codes identify payees that are exempt from reporting under FATCA. These codes apply to persons submitting this form for accounts maintained outside of the United States by certain foreign financial institutions. Therefore, if you are only submitting this form for an account you hold in the United States, you may leave this field blank. Consult with the person requesting this form if you are uncertain if the financial institution is subject to these requirements. A requester may indicate that a code is not required by providing you with a Form W-9 with “Not Applicable” (or any similar indication) written or printed on the line for a FATCA exemption code.

A—An organization exempt from tax under section 501(a) or any individual retirement plan as defined in section 7701(a)(37)

B—The United States or any of its agencies or instrumentalities

C—A state, the District of Columbia, a U.S. commonwealth or possession, or any of their political subdivisions or instrumentalities

D—A corporation the stock of which is regularly traded on one or more established securities markets, as described in Regulations section         1.1472-1(c)(1)(i)

E—A corporation that is a member of the same expanded affiliated group as a corporation described in Regulations section 1.1472-1(c)(1)(i)

F—A dealer in securities, commodities, or derivative financial instruments (including notional principal contracts, futures, forwards, and options) that is registered as such under the laws of the United States or any state

G—A real estate investment trust

H—A regulated investment company as defined in section 851 or an entity registered at all times during the tax year under the Investment Company Act of 1940

I—A common trust fund as defined in section 584(a)

J—A bank as defined in section 581

K—A broker

L—A trust exempt from tax under section 664 or described in section 4947(a)(1)

M—A tax exempt trust under a section 403(b) plan or section 457(g) plan

Note. You may wish to consult with the financial institution requesting this form to determine whether the FATCA code and/or exempt payee code should be completed.

Line 5

Enter your address (number, street, and apartment or suite number). This is where the requester of this Form W-9 will mail your information returns.

Line 6

Enter your city, state, and ZIP code.

Part I. Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)

Enter your TIN in the appropriate box. If you are a resident alien and you do not have and are not eligible to get an SSN, your TIN is your IRS individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN). Enter it in the social security number box. If you do not have an ITIN, see How to get a TIN below.

If you are a sole proprietor and you have an EIN, you may enter either your SSN or EIN. However, the IRS prefers that you use your SSN.

If you are a single-member LLC that is disregarded as an entity separate from its owner (see Limited Liability Company (LLC) on this page), enter the owner’s SSN (or EIN, if the owner has one). Do not enter the disregarded entity’s EIN. If the LLC is classified as a corporation or partnership, enter the entity’s EIN.

Note. See the chart on page 4 for further clarification of name and TIN combinations.

How to get a TIN. If you do not have a TIN, apply for one immediately. To apply for an SSN, get Form SS-5, Application for a Social Security Card, from your local SSA office or get this form online at www.ssa.gov. You may also get this form by calling 1-800-772-1213. Use Form W-7, Application for IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, to apply for an ITIN, or Form SS-4, Application for Employer Identification Number, to apply for an EIN. You can apply for an EIN online by accessing the IRS website at www.irs.gov/businesses and clicking on Employer Identification Number (EIN) under Starting a Business. You can get Forms W-7 and SS-4 from the IRS by visiting IRS.gov or by calling 1-800-TAX-FORM (1-800-829-3676).

If you are asked to complete Form W-9 but do not have a TIN, apply for a TIN and write “Applied For” in the space for the TIN, sign and date the form, and give it to the requester. For interest and dividend payments, and certain payments made with respect to readily tradable instruments, generally you will have 60 days to get a TIN and give it to the requester before you are subject to backup withholding on payments. The 60-day rule does not apply to other types of payments. You will be subject to backup withholding on all such payments until you provide your TIN to the requester.

Note. Entering “Applied For” means that you have already applied for a TIN or that you intend to apply for one soon.

Caution: A disregarded U.S. entity that has a foreign owner must use the appropriate Form W-8.
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Part II. Certification

To establish to the withholding agent that you are a U.S. person, or resident alien, sign Form W-9. You may be requested to sign by the withholding agent even if items 1, 4, or 5 below indicate otherwise.

For a joint account, only the person whose TIN is shown in Part I should sign (when required). In the case of a disregarded entity, the person identified on line 1 must sign. Exempt payees, see Exempt payee code earlier.

Signature requirements. Complete the certification as indicated in items 1 through 5 below.

1. Interest, dividend, and barter exchange accounts opened before 1984 and broker accounts considered active during 1983. You must give your correct TIN, but you do not have to sign the certification.

2. Interest, dividend, broker, and barter exchange accounts opened after 1983 and broker accounts considered inactive during 1983. You must sign the certification or backup withholding will apply. If you are subject to backup withholding and you are merely providing your correct TIN to the requester, you must cross out item 2 in the certification before signing the form.

3. Real estate transactions. You must sign the certification. You may cross out item 2 of the certification.

4. Other payments. You must give your correct TIN, but you do not have to sign the certification unless you have been notified that you have previously given an incorrect TIN. “Other payments” include payments made in the course of the requester’s trade or business for rents, royalties, goods (other than bills for merchandise), medical and health care services (including payments to corporations), payments to a nonemployee for services, payments made in settlement of payment card and third party network transactions, payments to certain fishing boat crew members and fishermen, and gross proceeds paid to attorneys (including payments to corporations).

5. Mortgage interest paid by you, acquisition or abandonment of secured property, cancellation of debt, qualified tuition program payments (under section 529), IRA, Coverdell ESA, Archer MSA or HSA contributions or distributions, and pension distributions. You must give your correct TIN, but you do not have to sign the certification.

What Name and Number To Give the Requester

For this type of account:

Give name and SSN of:

1. Individual

The individual

2. Two or more individuals (joint               account)

The actual owner of the account or,if combined funds, the firstindividual on the account1

3. Custodian account of a minor
 (Uniform Gift to Minors Act)

The minor2

4. a. The usual revocable savings
trust (grantor is also trustee)
b. So-called trust account that is
not a legal or valid trust under
state law

The grantor-trustee1

The actual owner1

5. Sole proprietorship or disregarded entity owned by an individual

The owner3

6. Grantor trust filing under Optional Form 1099 Filing Method 1 (see Regulations section 1.671-4(b)(2)(i)(A))

The grantor*

For this type of account:

Give name and EIN of:

7. Disregarded entity not owned by an individual

The owner

8. A valid trust, estate, or pension trust

Legal entity4

9. Corporation or LLC electing
corporate status on Form 8832 or Form 2553

The corporation

10. Association, club, religious, charitable, educational, or other tax-exempt organization

The organization

11. Partnership or multi-member LLC

The partnership

12. A broker or registered nominee

The broker or nominee

13. Account with the Department of Agriculture in the name of a public entity (such as a state or local government, school district, or prison) that receives agricultural program payments

The public entity

14. Grantor trust filing under the Form 1041 Filing Method or the Optional Form 1099 Filing Method 2 (see Regulations section 1.671-4(b)(2)(i)(B))

The trust

1 List first and circle the name of the person whose number you furnish. If only one person on a joint account has an SSN, that person’s number must be furnished.

2 Circle the minor’s name and furnish the minor’s SSN.

3 You must show your individual name and you may also enter your business or DBA name on the “Business name/disregarded entity” name line. You may use either your SSN or EIN (if you have one), but the IRS encourages you to use your SSN.

4 List first and circle the name of the trust, estate, or pension trust. (Do not furnish the TIN of the personal representative or trustee unless the legal entity itself is not designated in the account title.) Also see  Special rules for partnerships on page 2.

*Note. Grantor also must provide a Form W-9 to trustee of trust.

Note. If no name is circled when more than one name is listed, the number will be considered to be that of the first name listed.

Secure Your Tax Records from Identity Theft

Identity theft occurs when someone uses your personal information such as your name, SSN, or other identifying information, without your permission, to commit fraud or other crimes. An identity thief may use your SSN to get a job or may file a tax return using your SSN to receive a refund.

To reduce your risk:

• Protect your SSN,

• Ensure your employer is protecting your SSN, and

• Be careful when choosing a tax preparer.

If your tax records are affected by identity theft and you receive a notice from the IRS, respond right away to the name and phone number printed on the IRS notice or letter.

If your tax records are not currently affected by identity theft but you think you are at risk due to a lost or stolen purse or wallet, questionable credit card activity or credit report, contact the IRS Identity Theft Hotline at 1-800-908-4490 or submit Form 14039.

For more information, see Publication 4535, Identity Theft Prevention and Victim Assistance.

Victims of identity theft who are experiencing economic harm or a system problem, or are seeking help in resolving tax problems that have not been resolved through normal channels, may be eligible for Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) assistance. You can reach TAS by calling the TAS toll-free case intake line at 1-877-777-4778 or TTY/TDD 1-800-829-4059.

Protect yourself from suspicious emails or phishing schemes.  Phishing is the creation and use of email and websites designed to mimic legitimate business emails and websites. The most common act is sending an email to a user falsely claiming to be an established legitimate enterprise in an attempt to scam the user into surrendering private information that will be used for identity theft.

The IRS does not initiate contacts with taxpayers via emails. Also, the IRS does not request personal detailed information through email or ask taxpayers for the PIN numbers, passwords, or similar secret access information for their credit card, bank, or other financial accounts.

If you receive an unsolicited email claiming to be from the IRS, forward this message to phishing@irs.gov. You may also report misuse of the IRS name, logo, or other IRS property to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) at 1-800-366-4484. You can forward suspicious emails to the Federal Trade Commission at: spam@uce.gov or contact them at www.ftc.gov/idtheft or 1-877-IDTHEFT (1-877-438-4338).

Visit IRS.gov to learn more about identity theft and how to reduce your risk.

Privacy Act Notice

Section 6109 of the Internal Revenue Code requires you to provide your correct TIN to persons (including federal agencies) who are required to file information returns with the IRS to report interest, dividends, or certain other income paid to you; mortgage interest you paid; the acquisition or abandonment of secured property; the cancellation of debt; or contributions you made to an IRA, Archer MSA, or HSA. The person collecting this form uses the information on the form to file information returns with the IRS, reporting the above information. Routine uses of this information include giving it to the Department of Justice for civil and criminal litigation and to cities, states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. commonwealths and possessions for use in administering their laws. The information also may be disclosed to other countries under a treaty, to federal and state agencies to enforce civil and criminal laws, or to federal law enforcement and intelligence agencies to combat terrorism. You must provide your TIN whether or not you are required to file a tax return. Under section 3406, payers must generally withhold a percentage of taxable interest, dividend, and certain other payments to a payee who does not give a TIN to the payer. Certain penalties may also apply for providing false or fraudulent information.
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